
JOIN THE “CALL FOR CONSCIENCE” IN THE HAMILTON DIOCESE 
The Government of Canada passed legislation in June 2016, legalizing euthanasia/assisted suicide. 
Despite wording in the legislation intended to protect doctors and facilities, the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons of Ontario is forcing health care workers to participate in ending the lives of their 
patients. No other country or province in Canada does this. Ontario, however, refuses to protect 
doctors who object to assisted suicide/euthanasia. The Hamilton Diocese wants to protect the rights 
of all healthcare workers. Please visit www.CanadiansforConscience.ca to learn more, write a letter to 
your Provincial Member of Parliament and consider adding your e-mail address to the Conscience 
Coalitions network to receive future information. We all need to join the “Call for Conscience” taking 
place between Feb. 6 and March 31.  (Sample letter available to send is on the back). 

 
 

BAND OF CHRISTIAN BROTHERS MEN’S CONFERENCE 
On February 24th join Hector Molina and Bishop of St. Catharines Gerard Bergie along with hundreds 
of men for Serviam Ministries’ 3rd annual Band of Christian Brothers Men’s Conference at Canada 
Christian College in Toronto. The theme is “Manly Virtue”. It is a one day intensive men’s retreat 
consisting of spiritual talks, Mass, Adoration, Confession, fraternity and prayer. For info and tickets: 1-
888-522-2070 or info@ServiamMinistries.com  

 
 

WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES 
Pope Francis to attend the World Meeting of Families in Dublin – The Diocese of Hamilton is planning 
a trip to the World Meeting of Families in Dublin, Ireland, which takes place Aug. 21 – 26, 2018. This 
international event is designed to be significant to people of all ages at all stages of life. Every keynote 
address and workshop will be based on Pope Francis’ Amoris Laetitia, or The Joy of Love. This is a family 
event with workshop streams for those 18 and older, 6 – 17 years and day care for those 5 and younger. 
The Diocese of Hamilton has booked a block of rooms for anyone interested in attending, but 
registration for the conference portion and travel are to be booked by each individual participant. 
Conference Registration can be found at http://www.worldmeeting2018.ie/en/. For more information 
or to book accommodation at our hotel, the Maldon Hotel Tallaght, go to 
hamiltondiocese.com/offices/ 
family-ministry/wmof-2018 or call 905-528-7988 ext.2250 (Teresa Hartnett) Diocesan accommodation 
must be booked by mid-January, so contact us soon if you are interested.  

 
 

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE 
NOVEMBER 9 – 18, 2018 

 
There’s only one place in the world where every direction you look and every step 
you take, you find beauty and connect with your spiritual roots.  Watch 2000 years 
of history unfold as if it happened only yesterday.  Trace the footsteps of Jesus from 
his birth in Bethlehem, through his ministry years in Galilee and to his final journey 

to Jerusalem to his crucifixion, resurrection and ascension!  Then you will understand why this is “holy 
ground” as you gain deeper insights into Jesus’ words and actions.  Join Fr. Peter Meyer, pastor of Holy 
Rosary, who will celebrate daily Mass.  For further information, call Sr. Jocelyn, 905 272 3374. “Come 
and See”! 
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   Sample Letter 

 
 
Dear MPP (add name): 
 
As Ontario prepares for an election shortly, and as my current MPP (or candidate in my riding), I would 
like to ask for your commitment to protecting the rights of health care professionals and facilities in 
our province. I am also deeply concerned about the most vulnerable among us, in light of the 
legalization of assisted suicide in Canada in June 2016.  
 
Specifically, the conscience rights of health professionals need to be protected through provincial 
legislation. The current care coordination service operated in Ontario, unlike those in other 
jurisdictions, still forces doctors to provide referrals, thus participating in the procedure. Five doctors 
are currently challenging the policies of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario that require 
them to choose between their conscience and their careers. We should be protecting these physicians 
rather than forcing them to fight for rights guaranteed in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
 
Advocates of euthanasia/assisted suicide are lobbying strongly to force any publicly funded health care 
facility to offer euthanasia/assisted suicide. While no medical procedure is offered in every facility 
across the province, proponents are demanding this of facilities that have deeply rooted principles that 
will not allow them to kill their patients. 
 
Finally, with only 1/3 of Canadians having access to quality palliative care, we should not be surprised 
to see a dramatic increase in euthanasia/assisted suicide cases. Studies show that people are fearful 
of pain and loneliness. Both of these issues can be directly addressed by palliative care. I believe that 
if all Ontarians had access to quality palliative care, many would not pursue assisted death.  
 
Your position and that of your party will have a direct impact on my vote this June. I am respectfully 
asking you the following: 
 
1. Will you support legislation to protect doctors, nurses and other health care providers who are 

being forced to participate in assisted suicide/euthanasia through making a referral? 
2. How will you protect facilities from being forced to offer euthanasia/assisted suicide on their 

premises? 
3. How does your party plan to address the lack of quality palliative care in our province? 
 
I appreciate you addressing these concerns directly and look forward to your reply. Know that I very 
much respect the important role that our elected officials play in serving the citizens of our Province. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 


